CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

JANUARY 2024
· Dry January
· Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday
· Global Community Engagement Day
· National Blood Donor Month

November 2023
Native American History Month
“The first American Indian Day in a state was declared on the second Saturday in May 1916 by the governor of New York. Several states celebrate the fourth Friday in September. In Illinois, for example, legislators enacted such a day in 1919. Presently, several states have designated Columbus Day as Native American Day, but it continues to be a day we observe without any recognition as a national legal holiday.
In 1990 President George H. W. Bush approved a joint resolution designating November 1990 “National American Indian Heritage Month.” Similar proclamations, under variants on the name (including “Native American Heritage Month” and “National American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage Month”) have been issued each year since 1994.” Native American Heritage Month
Sites, Podcasts and Books
The United States Mint officially announced the reverse design for the 2023 Native American $1 Coin. The 2023 Native American $1 Coin honors American ballerina Maria Tallchief and American Indians in ballet. 
New Barbie doll honors Wilma Mankiller, the first female Cherokee Principal Chief.
Good Reads -- 51 new books to read for Native American Heritage month
New York Public Library -- Native American month book spotlight
Boston Public Library
· Special Collections Sampler: Native American Heritage
· Celebrates Native American Heritage Month

Ted Talk -- Gregg Deal: Indigenous in Plain Site
Podcasts
· 5 Native-Led Podcasts
· American Genocide: The Crimes of Native American Boarding Schools
· Illuminative launches American Genocide

Holidays and Notable Days

November 1 & 2 -- Day of the Dead
November 5th -- Daylight Savings Time ends
November 7th -- Election Day
November 11th -- Veterans Day
· Veterans Day was originally called Armistice Day in the United States, commemorating the signing of the agreement that ended World War I at 11:00 A.M., November 11, 1918. President Woodrow Wilson celebrated the first Armistice Day in 1919. In 1938, November 11 became a legal holiday by an act of Congress.
· The Origins of Veterans Day
· Library of Congress Veterans History Project
· Veterans Day Proclamation
· Good Reads Veterans Day books

November 12th -- Diwali
· Diwali is celebrated every year in autumn, usually falling between October and November. The festival lasts five days, with the main celebration occurring on the third day. This year, Diwali will be observed on November 12.
· Good Reads -- Diwali Book lists

November 13th -- World Kindness Day
· World Kindness Day 2023 is a global observance dedicated to promoting and celebrating acts of kindness. This day serves as a reminder of the positive impact that kindness can have on individuals, communities, and the world at large. It encourages people to perform intentional acts of kindness and foster a culture of compassion and generosity.

November 23rd -- Thanksgiving Day
· Thanksgiving Day, annual national holiday in the United States and Canada celebrating the harvest and other blessings of the past year. Americans generally believe that their Thanksgiving is modeled on a 1621 harvest feast shared by the English colonists (Pilgrims) of Plymouth and the Wampanoag people.
· It's important to know that for many Native Americans, Thanksgiving is a day of mourning and protest since it commemorates the arrival of settlers in North America and the centuries of oppression and genocide that followed.

November 25th
· Native American Heritage Day 
· Held annually on the Friday after Thanksgiving, encourages Americans of all backgrounds to observe and honor Native American through appropriate ceremonies and activities.  The day was signed into law by President George W. Bush in 2008.
· Small Business Saturday 
· Small Business Saturday a day to celebrate and support small businesses and all they do for their communities. This year, we know that small businesses need our support now more than ever as they navigate, retool and pivot from the effects of the coronavirus pandemic. Please join SBA and organizations across the country in supporting your local small businesses by shopping at a small business.

November 28th -- Giving Tuesday
· Giving Tuesday is a global generosity movement unleashing the power of radical generosity. GivingTuesday was created in 2012 as a simple idea: a day that encourages people to do good. Since then, it has grown into a year-round global movement that inspires hundreds of millions of people to give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity.

SEPTEMBER 2023
September 25th to October 15th - Hispanic History Month 
Boston Public Library Booklist
Podcasts:
· Learn Spanish and Go
· From Our Abuelas
· Cultura Conversations

Events around New England
· Lowell Hispanic and Latinx Festival
· Festival Latino of the Berkshires 2023
· 123 Andrés Concert
· Progresso Latino's 46th Anniversary

Holidays
· September 15 - 17 - Rosh Hashanah - Jewish New Year
· September 23 - Autumnal Equinox - First day of Fall in the Northern Hemisphere
· September 24 - Yom Kippur - The Day of Atonement


JUNE 2023
Pride Month
LGBTQIA is an abbreviation for "lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and/or questioning, intersex, asexual/aromantic/agender." The “A" in LGBTQIA may also refer to “ally" or “allied," meaning someone who doesn't identify as LGBTQIA but supports those who do.  Pride Month was established to recognize the impact that gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender individuals have had on the world.  LGBTIA+ have celebrated this special time with pride parade, picnics, parties, memorials for those lost to hate crimes and HIV/AIDS, and other group gatherings.  The last Sunday in June is Gay Pride Day. (International).
Resources
· Library of Congress: About

Pride Books to Read
· Good Housekeeping: 40+ Best LGBTQ+ Books

Podcasts
· Oprah Daily: 20 Best LGBTQ Podcasts

Caribbean American Heritage Month: In June 2005, the House of Representatives unanimously adopted H. Con es 71 sponsored by Congresswoman Barbara Lee, recognizing the significance of Caribbean people and their descendants in the history and culture of the United States.  On February 14, 2006, the resolution similarly passed the Senate, culminating a two-year, bipartisan and bicameral effort.  The Proclamation was issued by President George W. Bush on June 6, 2006.
Caribbean Books
· Caribbean Books for All Readers

Caribbean Podcasts
· Carry On Friends

Caribbean Inspirational Quotes
· "Be what you is and not what you ain't. Cause if you ain't what you is. . .you'll be what you ain't." ~ Junebug Jabbo James

Dates of Note
June 2 - American Indian Citizenship Day
· Indian Citizenship Act. On June 2, 1924, Congress enacted the Indian Citizenship Act, which granted citizenship to all Native Americans born in the U.S. The right to vote, however, was governed by state law; until 1957, some states barred Native Americans from voting.
· Inspirational quotes:
· "I see a time of Seven Generations when all the colors of mankind will gather under the Sacred Tree of Life and the whole Earth will become one circle again." ~ Crazy Horse

June 19 - Juneteenth
· Also known as Freedom Day or Emancipation Day, this day is observed as a public holiday.  This celebration honors the day in 1865 when slaves in Texas and Louisiana finally heard they were free, two months after the end of the Civil War.  June 19, therefore, became the day of emancipation for thousands of African-Americans.
· Smithsonian - Stories
· Juneteenth Books to read
· Juneteenth Podcasts
· Inspirational Juneteenth Quotes:
· "Juneteenth also embodies the resilience of Black people. Even in the face of a broken system, we choose to find joy in resistance and celebrate in community." ~ O'brian Rosario
 

APRIL 2023
Autism, Arabian American Heritage, and Child Abuse Prevention awareness months
Resources
Autism awareness World Autism Awareness Day is an opportunity to understand how those with autism can improve their lives.
Child Abuse Prevention National Child Abuse Prevention Month recognizes the importance of families and communities working together to prevent child abuse and neglect. Prevention services and supports developed by this collaboration can help to protect children and strengthen families.
Arabian American Heritage month - On March 31, 2023, President Biden officially designated April as Arabian American Heritage month. 
Podcasts:
· Child Abuse Prevention
· Louder than Silence
· Promise to Protect
· Break the Silence Global
· Autism
· Living the sky life: our autism journey
· Embracing Autism
· Sensory Overload
· Visual Thinking
· Arabian American Heritage
· Arab American Cafe
· Arab Talk with Jess and Jamal
· Books
· Parenting the Hurt Child
· Visual Thinking
· The Other Americans
· Other Words From Home

Interesting Humans
· Temple Grandin
· Jerry Seinfeld
· Clay Marzo
· Dr. Vernon Smith

Organizations
· Safer Devon
· AANE
· Autism Research Institute

Dates of Note
· April 1-30 – Arabian American Heritage month
· April 2 - World Autism Awareness Day
· April 7 - Go Blue Day
· April 22 - Earth Day

MARCH 2023
Women’s history month began as a celebration in Santa Rosa, California as a week long celebration. It took until 1987 for Women’s history month to become and form into a month long celebration.
Resources:
Women's History Month Quotes
Corporate Accountability Blog - Young women activists
National Archives - Women's History
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn (1890-1964). Teenager focused on better pay and working conditions. Song for her cause - “Rebel Girl.”
Anne Moody (1940-2015). Teenager protest organizer for black rights to vote and Civil rights - memoir - Coming of Age in Mississippi
Lidy Nacpil (born 1960). 20 year old who stood up against Marcos dictatorship in the Philippines. Formed the following organization - Asian Peoples Movement on Debt and Development and co-founder of the Fight Inequality Alliance.
Teresa Cheng (born 1987) - College student who led the way for anti-sweatshop campaign and global respect for worker’s rights. Formed organization first United
Students Against Sweatshops.
Museum:
Women history museum

Books:
· Why they marched by Susan Ware
· My Own Words by Ruth Bader Ginsburg
· Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly
· Boston Public Library Reading List
 
Speech:
Susan B Anthony
Podcasts:
· The History Chicks: Episode 157 Lady Bird Johnson
· In Plain Sight Lady Bird Johnson
 
Dates of Note in March:
· March 10th - Harriet Tubman Day
· March 11th - Genealogy Day
· March 12th - National Planter Flower Day; Daylight Savings Time; National Girl Scout



FEBRUARY 2023
February was designated as Black History month in 1986 since Frederick Douglass’ and Abraham Lincoln’s birthdays occur during the month. Both men led the
effort to abolish slavery in the United States.
Resources:
Museum
· National Museum of African American History and Culture

Books:
· Becoming By Michelle Obama
· Notes of the Native Sun by James Baldwin
· Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass
· Caste The Origins of Our Discontent by Isabelle Wilkerson
 
Podcasts:
· Code Switch and The Nod

Shows:
· Fight the Power: How Hip-Hop Changed the World on PBS
· The Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa Parks on Peacock
 
Website:
· Boston Public Library Black History Month Resources
 
Month long:
· American Heart Month
· Canned Food Month
· National Cherry Month
 
Dates of note:
February 1 - National Freedom Day
February 4 - Rosa Parks Day
February 11 - International Day of Women and Girls in Science
February 14 - Frederick Douglass’ Birthday
February 15 - International Childhood Cancer Day

